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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

: NAHCY MAYER WHITTINGTO ,CLEHK%
TIMOTHY PIGFORD, et al.,

Plaintiffs, |

V. Civil Action No. 97-1978 (PLF)

AN GLICKMAN, Secretary,
United States Department of Agriculture,

Defendant.

CECIL BREWINGTON, et al.,
Plaintiffs,
v. Civil Action No. 98-1693 (PLF)

DAN GLICKMAN, Secretary,
United Stztes Department of Agriculture,

Defendant.

ORDER
The Céurt has before it the joint motion of defendant and Track B claimant J Shn
DeCoudreaux for a stay of arbitration. The parties sﬁggesa that an extension of time beyond
that 150-day time limit for arbitration hearings set in § 10(a) of the Consent Decree should be
jranted when both parties consent to the stay and when a stay would _be in the interests of

.ustice. The Court will grant the parties’ motion, and will delegate authority 1o the Axbitrator,

Michael Lewis, to make such a determination in the future with regard to similar motions.

The Consent Decree in these consolidated matters was entered on April 14,

1999. Paragraph 10() of the Decres requires that an evidentiary hearing be conducted no
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nmiore than 150 days from the date on Which a hearing notice is sent to a class 'uiember who has
elected to proceed under Track B. See Consent Decree 9 10(a). Only the Court has the
a.lthorxty to stay an arbitration or postpone an evxdcnnary hearing ueyond the 150-day
ceadhnc In instances where both parties agree to stay an arbitration or postpone an
evidentiary hearing beyond th¢ deadline and when it is within the interests of justice to do so,
towever, it would appear to be more appropriate and efficient to allow the Arbimator to decide
¢ny motion for such relief. Accordingly, it is herc:_b'y_

ORDERED that the joint motion of defendant and Track B claimant John
1eCoudreaux for a stay of arbitration [259-1] is GRANTED, it is

FURTHER ORDERED that the Court’s authority to stay arbitrations or
jiostpone evidentiary hearing beyond the 150-day deadline imposed by § 10(a) of the Consent
decree shall be delegated to the _Arbitratorv. Such authority is delegated only with regard to
r.onsent motions for such relief; and it is |

FURTHER ORDERED that all such motions shall be submitted directly to the
Arbitrator (and without copies to‘ the Court) at the following a'ddress:'

Michael K. Lewis

1666 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.

Suite 500

Washjngton, D.C. 20009-1039

SO ORDERED.

i T
PAUL L. FRIEDMAN
United States District Judge
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~ Copies to:

Michael Lewis (Arbitrator)
A DR Associates
1566 Connecticut Avenue, NW
V/7ashington, DC 20009
Fax: 202-328-9162

4 lexander J. Pires, Jr. and David J. Frantz (individual plaintiff’s counsel and class counsel)
Conlon, Frantz, Phelan & Pires, LLP

1818 N Street, NW, Suite 700

V/ashington, DC 20036

Fax: 202-331-9306

Fhillip L. Fraas (class counsel)

Tuttle, Taylor & Heron ,

1025 Thomas Jefferson Street, NW, Suite 407W
VWashington, DC 20007

Michael Sitcov (defendant’s counsel)

U.S. Department of Justice, Civil Division

E.0. Box 883, Room 1022 R
Washington, DC 20044 ' T
Fax: 202-616-8470
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