
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT  
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

 
_____________________________________ 
  ) 
TIMOTHY C. PIGFORD, et al., ) 
  ) 
 Plaintiffs, ) 
  ) 
v.  ) Civil Action No. 97-1978 (PLF) 
  ) 
MIKE JOHANNS, Secretary, ) 
The United States Department ) 
of Agriculture,  ) 
  ) 
 Defendant. ) 
_____________________________________) 
_____________________________________ 
  ) 
CECIL BREWINGTON, et al., ) 
  ) 
 Plaintiffs, ) 
  ) 
v.  ) Civil Action No. 98-1693 (PLF) 
  ) 
MIKE JOHANNS, Secretary, ) 
The United States Department ) 
of Agriculture,  ) 
  ) 
 Defendant. ) 
_____________________________________) 
 
 

MONITOR’S PROGRESS REPORT  
ON AMENDED ADJUDICATOR DECISIONS 

I. Purpose of Report 

On August 7, 2006, the Court directed the Monitor to investigate and report to the Court 

regarding certain Track A Adjudicator decisions that were amended outside of the Consent 

Decree’s Monitor review process. On December 14, 2006, the Monitor filed the Monitor’s 

Interim Follow-Up Report on Amended Adjudicator Decisions describing the information-

gathering process the Monitor had initiated to comply with the Court’s August 7, 2006 Order. On 

December 15, 2006, the Court issued a Minute Order directing the Monitor to file a progress 
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report on the Monitor’s continued investigation by January 17, 2007. This report is being filed to 

comply with that Order. 

II. Information Regarding the Reasons for Amendments 

The Monitor asked the Facilitator to provide a letter to explain the circumstances that led 

to the amended decisions that are the subject of this report. The Facilitator’s letter and its 

Appendices A through E are attached to this report as Exhibit 1. 

III. Review of Affected Claims 

The Monitor requested information from the Facilitator and from USDA regarding 

eighty-four amended Track A decisions that the Monitor is investigating in response to the 

Court’s August 7, 2006 Order. Both the Facilitator and USDA have complied with the Monitor’s 

initial information requests and with all follow-up information requests. 

At present, both the parties and the Monitor are reviewing the information provided by 

the Facilitator and USDA. For most of the amended decisions, the information that the parties 

and the Monitor are reviewing includes: the original Adjudicator decision, the amended 

Adjudicator decision(s), any petition documents that were “closed” by the Facilitator as a result 

of the amendment(s), records from USDA regarding each claimant’s USDA loan history, records 

from USDA regarding what debt relief USDA implemented for each claimant, and payment 

status information for each claimant’s cash relief. 

The Monitor expects the parties to complete their review of the documents regarding the 

eighty-four claims within about a month. Once the review process is complete, the Monitor will 

work with the parties to attempt to resolve any problems regarding the effect of the amendments 

on class members’ relief. 
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IV. Recommendations 

The Monitor recommends that the Court order the Monitor to file a progress report 

regarding the Monitor’s continued investigation and work with the parties by March 29, 2007. 

The Monitor anticipates that by that date the Monitor will have significant further progress to 

report regarding the tasks assigned to the Monitor in the August 7, 2006 Order. 

 

Dated: January 16, 2007 

 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
s/Randi Ilyse Roth                      
Randi Ilyse Roth 
Monitor 
Post Office Box 64511 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55164-0511 
877-924-7483 
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APPENDIX C



Black Farmers’ Settlement 
Claims Facilitator 

P.O. Box 4390 
Portland, OR  97208-4390 

1-800-646-2873 
 

Acknowledgement Letter 
 DATE
 
 
«Name_1» 
«Name_2» 
«Address_1» 
«Address_2» 
«City», «State»  «Zip» 

Claim #«Claim_»

 
 
Dear Claimant: 
 
We received the Claim Sheet and Election Form submitted by you in the Black Farmers’ 
Settlement.  After preliminary review, we found that your claim has met all eligibility 
criteria to proceed to Adjudication (Track A) or Arbitration (Track B) and has been 
assigned the claim number listed above. 
 

•  If you have chosen Track A, a decision by the Adjudicator will be made within 
60-90 days. 

 
•  If you have chosen Track B, you will receive a letter from the Arbitrator within 

10 days regarding the date of your evidentiary hearing. 
 
If you have any questions, you may call a Customer Service Representative at the above-
mentioned toll-free number. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Claims Facilitator    
 
 



                     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
    APPENDIX D 



                     

Black Farmers’ Settlement 
Claims Facilitator 

P.O. Box 4390 
Portland, OR  97208-4390 

1-800-646-2873 
 

Acknowledgement Letter 
 
DATE 
 
«NAME1»       «CLAIM» 
«NAME2» 
«ADDRESS1» 
«ADDRESS2» 
«CITYSTATEZP» 
 
Dear Claimant: 
 
We have received the Claim Sheet and Election Form submitted by you in the Black 
Farmers’ Settlement.  Your claim has previously been assigned the claim number listed 
above.    
 
On June 1, 1999, we began a secondary review of all claims filed to date.  This secondary 
review followed an evaluation by Class Counsel and the Department of Justice of the 
claim form and the requirements for eligibility.  After a secondary review process, we 
found that your claim has met all eligibility criteria to proceed to Adjudication (Track A) 
or Arbitration (Track B).   
 
Please disregard our previous Acknowledgement Letter.  Based upon whether you have 
chosen Track A or Track B, the timeframes listed below are effective as of the date of 
this Acknowledgement Letter. 
 

•  If you have chosen Track A, a decision by the Adjudicator will be made within 
60-90 days. 

 
You will receive a written decision from the Adjudicator shortly after the 90 day review 
period. 
 

•  If you have chosen Track B, you will receive a letter from the Arbitrator within 
10 days regarding the date of your evidentiary hearing. 

 
If you have any questions, you may call a Customer Service Representative at the above-
mentioned toll-free number. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Claims Facilitator  



                     

Black Farmers’ Settlement 
Claims Facilitator 

P.O. Box 4390 
Portland, OR  97208-4390 

1-800-646-2873 
 

Notice of Deficiency 
 

DATE 
 
«Name1» 
«Name2» 
«Address1» 
«Address2» 
«CityStateZip» 

Claim #«Claim»

 
Dear Claimant: 
 

On «DateRecd», we received the Claim Sheet and Election Form submitted by 
you in the Black Farmers’ Settlement.  On «AcknDate», we sent you an 
Acknowledgment Letter, informing you that your claim had been preliminarily approved 
and met all eligibility criteria to proceed to Adjudication (Track A).  Upon further review, 
we have identified a deficiency in your claim and, therefore, we are required to withdraw 
the Acknowledgment Letter.  As a result, you will not be eligible to have your claim 
resolved under the Track A or Track B procedures established by the Consent Decree.  
Unless and until the deficiency described below is corrected, you cannot qualify for 
membership in the Pigford - Brewington class. 
 

The deficiency we have discovered is that you have submitted the required 
copy of a discrimination complaint or copy of a USDA document referencing the 
discrimination complaint but did not mark 3A in Section II of your Claim Sheet and 
Election Form.  
 

You must provide the information necessary to correct the deficiency in your 
claim to the address above, postmarked on or before October 11, 1999, in order for us to 
determine if you are eligible to participate in this settlement.  If you do not respond to this 
letter or do not provide the necessary information postmarked on or before October 11, 
1999, you may be forever barred from any recovery in this settlement. 
 

Enclosed is a schedule of meetings with class counsel to obtain assistance should 
you wish to obtain class counsel’s assistance in correcting the deficiency in your claim.  
We apologize for any confusion this may have caused.  If you have any questions about 
what you must submit to eliminate the deficiency in your claim, do not hesitate to call our 
office at the toll-free number above. 

  Sincerely, 
   
       Claims Facilitator 

Enclosure 
 



                     

Black Farmers’ Settlement 
Claims Facilitator 

P.O. Box 4390 
Portland, OR  97208-4390 

1-800-646-2873 
 

Notice of Deficiency 
DATE 
 
«Name1» 
«Name2» 
«Address1» 
«Address2» 
«CityStateZip» 

Claim #«Claim»

 
Dear Claimant: 
 

On «DateRecd», we received the Claim Sheet and Election Form submitted by 
you in the Black Farmers’ Settlement.  On «AcknDate», we sent you an 
Acknowledgment Letter, informing you that your claim had been preliminarily approved 
and met all eligibility criteria to proceed to Adjudication (Track A).  Upon further review, 
we have identified a deficiency in your claim and, therefore, we are required to withdraw 
the Acknowledgment Letter.  As a result, you will not be eligible to have your claim 
resolved under the Track A or Track B procedures established by the Consent Decree.  
Unless and until the deficiency described below is corrected, you cannot qualify for 
membership in the Pigford - Brewington class. 
 

The deficiency we have discovered is that you have submitted the required 
copy of a discrimination complaint or copy of a USDA document referencing the 
discrimination complaint but did not mark 3A in Section II of your Claim Sheet and 
Election Form.  
 

You must provide the information necessary to correct the deficiency in your 
claim to the address above, postmarked on or before October 11, 1999, in order for us to 
determine if you are eligible to participate in this settlement.  If you do not respond to this 
letter or do not provide the necessary information postmarked on or before October 11, 
1999, you may be forever barred from any recovery in this settlement. 
 

Enclosed is a schedule of meetings with class counsel to obtain assistance should 
you wish to obtain class counsel’s assistance in correcting the deficiency in your claim.  
We apologize for any confusion this may have caused.  If you have any questions about 
what you must submit to eliminate the deficiency in your claim, do not hesitate to call our 
office at the toll-free number above. 

  Sincerely, 
   
       Claims Facilitator 

Enclosure 
 



                     

Black Farmers’ Settlement 
Claims Facilitator 

P.O. Box 4390 
Portland, OR  97208-4390 

1-800-646-2873 
 

Notice of Deficiency 
DATE 
 
«Name1» 
«Name2» 
«Address1» 
«Address2» 
«CityStateZip» 

Claim #«Claim»

 
Dear Claimant: 
 

On «DateRecd», we received the Claim Sheet and Election Form submitted by 
you in the Black Farmers’ Settlement.  On «AcknDate», we sent you an 
Acknowledgment Letter, informing you that your claim had been preliminarily approved 
and met all eligibility criteria to proceed to Adjudication (Track A).  Upon further review, 
we have identified a deficiency in your claim and, therefore, we are required to withdraw 
the Acknowledgment Letter.  As a result, you will not be eligible to have your claim 
resolved under the Track A or Track B procedures established by the Consent Decree.  
Unless and until the deficiency described below is corrected, you cannot qualify for 
membership in the Pigford - Brewington class. 
 

The deficiency we have discovered is that you have submitted the required 
copy of correspondence to a member of Congress, the White House, or a state, local, 
or federal official, but did not mark 3C in Section II of your Claim Sheet and 
Election Form.  
 

You must provide the information necessary to correct the deficiency in your 
claim to the address above, postmarked on or before October 11, 1999, in order for us to 
determine if you are eligible to participate in this settlement.  If you do not respond to this 
letter or do not provide the necessary information postmarked on or before October 11, 
1999, you may be forever barred from any recovery in this settlement. 
 

Enclosed is a schedule of meetings with class counsel to obtain assistance should 
you wish to obtain class counsel’s assistance in correcting the deficiency in your claim.  
We apologize for any confusion this may have caused.  If you have any questions about 
what you must submit to eliminate the deficiency in your claim, do not hesitate to call our 
office at the toll-free number above. 

  Sincerely, 
   
       Claims Facilitator 

Enclosure 
 



                     

Black Farmers’ Settlement 
Claims Facilitator 

P.O. Box 4390 
Portland, OR  97208-4390 

1-800-646-2873 
 

Notice of Deficiency 
DATE 
 
«Name1» 
«Name2» 
«Address1» 
«Address2» 
«CityStateZip» 

Claim #«Claim»

 
Dear Claimant: 
 

On «DateRecd», we received the Claim Sheet and Election Form submitted by 
you in the Black Farmers’ Settlement.  On «AcknDate», we sent you an 
Acknowledgment Letter, informing you that your claim had been preliminarily approved 
and met all eligibility criteria to proceed to Adjudication (Track A).  Upon further review, 
we have identified a deficiency in your claim and, therefore, we are required to withdraw 
the Acknowledgment Letter.  As a result, you will not be eligible to have your claim 
resolved under the Track A or Track B procedures established by the Consent Decree.  
Unless and until the deficiency described below is corrected, you cannot qualify for 
membership in the Pigford - Brewington class. 
 

The deficiency we have discovered is that you have submitted the required 
declaration executed by a non-family member, but did not mark 3D in Section II of 
your Claim Sheet and Election Form.  
 

You must provide the information necessary to correct the deficiency in your 
claim to the address above, postmarked on or before October 11, 1999, in order for us to 
determine if you are eligible to participate in this settlement.  If you do not respond to this 
letter or do not provide the necessary information postmarked on or before October 11, 
1999, you may be forever barred from any recovery in this settlement. 
 

Enclosed is a schedule of meetings with class counsel to obtain assistance should 
you wish to obtain class counsel’s assistance in correcting the deficiency in your claim.  
We apologize for any confusion this may have caused.  If you have any questions about 
what you must submit to eliminate the deficiency in your claim, do not hesitate to call our 
office at the toll-free number above. 

  Sincerely, 
   
       Claims Facilitator 

Enclosure 
 

 



                     

Black Farmers’ Settlement 
Claims Facilitator 

P.O. Box 4390 
Portland, OR  97208-4390 

1-800-646-2873 
 

Notice of Deficiency 
DATE 
 
«Name1» 
«Name2» 
«Address1» 
«Address2» 
«CityStateZip» 

Claim #«Claim»

 
Dear Claimant: 
 

On «DateRecd», we received the Claim Sheet and Election Form submitted by 
you in the Black Farmers’ Settlement.  On «AcknDate», we sent you an 
Acknowledgment Letter, informing you that your claim had been preliminarily approved 
and met all eligibility criteria to proceed to Adjudication (Track A).  Upon further review, 
we have identified a deficiency in your claim and, therefore, we are required to withdraw 
the Acknowledgment Letter.  As a result, you will not be eligible to have your claim 
resolved under the Track A or Track B procedures established by the Consent Decree.  
Unless and until the deficiency described below is corrected, you cannot qualify for 
membership in the Pigford - Brewington class. 
 

The deficiency we have discovered is that the Declaration that you attached 
to your Claim Sheet and Election Form did not identify you as the claimant. 
 

You must provide the information necessary to correct the deficiency in your 
claim to the address above, postmarked on or before October 11, 1999, in order for us to 
determine if you are eligible to participate in this settlement.  If you do not respond to this 
letter or do not provide the necessary information postmarked on or before October 11, 
1999, you may be forever barred from any recovery in this settlement. 
 

Enclosed is a schedule of meetings with class counsel to obtain assistance should 
you wish to obtain class counsel’s assistance in correcting the deficiency in your claim.   

 
We apologize for any confusion this may have caused.  If you have any questions 

about what you must submit to eliminate the deficiency in your claim, do not hesitate to 
call our office at the toll-free number above. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Claims Facilitator 
Enclosure 

 
 



                     

Black Farmers’ Settlement 
Claims Facilitator 

P.O. Box 4390 
Portland, OR  97208-4390 

1-800-646-2873 
 

Notice of Deficiency 
DATE 
 
«Name1» 
«Name2» 
«Address1» 
«Address2» 
«CityStateZip» 

Claim #«Claim»

 
Dear Claimant: 
 

On «DateRecd», we received the Claim Sheet and Election Form submitted by 
you in the Black Farmers’ Settlement.  On «AcknDate», we sent you an 
Acknowledgment Letter, informing you that your claim had been preliminarily approved 
and met all eligibility criteria to proceed to Adjudication (Track A).  Upon further review, 
we have identified a deficiency in your claim and, therefore, we are required to withdraw 
the Acknowledgment Letter.  As a result, you will not be eligible to have your claim 
resolved under the Track A or Track B procedures established by the Consent Decree.  
Unless and until the deficiency described below is corrected, you cannot qualify for 
membership in the Pigford - Brewington class. 
 

You indicated on your Claim Sheet and Election Form that you are filing a 
claim on behalf of an estate or a deceased person.  The deficiency we have 
discovered is that the Declaration that you attached to your Claim Sheet and 
Election Form did not identify the estate or deceased individual as the claimant. 
 

You must provide the information necessary to correct the deficiency in your 
claim to the address above, postmarked on or before October 11, 1999, in order for us to 
determine if you are eligible to participate in this settlement.  If you do not respond to this 
letter or do not provide the necessary information postmarked on or before October 11, 
1999, you may be forever barred from any recovery in this settlement. 
 

Enclosed is a schedule of meetings with class counsel to obtain assistance should 
you wish to obtain class counsel’s assistance in correcting the deficiency in your claim.   

 
We apologize for any confusion this may have caused.  If you have any questions 

about what you must submit to eliminate the deficiency in your claim, do not hesitate to 
call our office at the toll-free number above. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Claims Facilitator 
Enclosure 

 



                     

Black Farmers’ Settlement 
Claims Facilitator 

P.O. Box 4390 
Portland, OR  97208-4390 

1-800-646-2873 
 

Notice of Deficiency 
DATE 
 
«Name1» 
«Name2» 
«Address1» 
«Address2» 
«CityStateZip» 

Claim #«Claim»

 
Dear Claimant: 
 

On «DateRecd», we received the Claim Sheet and Election Form submitted by 
you in the Black Farmers’ Settlement.  On «AcknDate», we sent you an 
Acknowledgment Letter, informing you that your claim had been preliminarily approved 
and met all eligibility criteria to proceed to Adjudication (Track A).  Upon further review, 
we have identified a deficiency in your claim and, therefore, we are required to withdraw 
the Acknowledgment Letter.  As a result, you will not be eligible to have your claim 
resolved under the Track A or Track B procedures established by the Consent Decree.  
Unless and until the deficiency described below is corrected, you cannot qualify for 
membership in the Pigford - Brewington class. 
 

The deficiency we have discovered is that the Declaration is not signed by a 
non-family member, but rather, a person who is listed as deceased.  A living witness 
must sign the Declaration under the penalty of perjury. 

 
You must provide the information necessary to correct the deficiency in your 

claim to the address above, postmarked on or before October 11, 1999, in order for us to 
determine if you are eligible to participate in this settlement.  If you do not respond to this 
letter or do not provide the necessary information postmarked on or before October 11, 
1999, you may be forever barred from any recovery in this settlement. 
 

Enclosed is a schedule of meetings with class counsel to obtain assistance should 
you wish to obtain class counsel’s assistance in correcting the deficiency in your claim.   

 
We apologize for any confusion this may have caused.  If you have any questions 

about what you must submit to eliminate the deficiency in your claim, do not hesitate to 
call our office at the toll-free number above. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Claims Facilitator 
Enclosure 

 



                     

Black Farmers’ Settlement 
Claims Facilitator 

P.O. Box 4390 
Portland, OR  97208-4390 

1-800-646-2873 
 

Notice of Deficiency 
DATE 
 
«Name1» 
«Name2» 
«Address1» 
«Address2» 
«CityStateZip» 

Claim #«Claim»

 
Dear Claimant: 
 

On «DateRecd», we received the Claim Sheet and Election Form submitted by 
you in the Black Farmers’ Settlement.  On «AcknDate», we sent you an 
Acknowledgment Letter, informing you that your claim had been preliminarily approved 
and met all eligibility criteria to proceed to Adjudication (Track A).  Upon further review, 
we have identified a deficiency in your claim and, therefore, we are required to withdraw 
the Acknowledgment Letter.  As a result, you will not be eligible to have your claim 
resolved under the Track A or Track B procedures established by the Consent Decree.  
Unless and until the deficiency described below is corrected, you cannot qualify for 
membership in the Pigford - Brewington class. 
 

The deficiency we have discovered is that you marked box 3B in Section II of 
your Claim Sheet and Election Form, but the person completing Section 1 of the 
Declaration did not describe the exact manner (written or oral) in which the 
discrimination complaint was filed. 
 

You must provide the information necessary to correct the deficiency in your 
claim to the address above, postmarked on or before October 11, 1999, in order for us to 
determine if you are eligible to participate in this settlement.  If you do not respond to this 
letter or do not provide the necessary information postmarked on or before October 11, 
1999, you may be forever barred from any recovery in this settlement. 
 

Enclosed is a schedule of meetings with class counsel to obtain assistance should 
you wish to obtain class counsel’s assistance in correcting the deficiency in your claim. 
We apologize for any confusion this may have caused.  If you have any questions about 
what you must submit to eliminate the deficiency in your claim, do not hesitate to call our 
office at the toll-free number above. 

Sincerely, 
   
       Claims Facilitator 

Enclosure 
 



                     

Black Farmers’ Settlement 
Claims Facilitator 

P.O. Box 4390 
Portland, OR  97208-4390 

1-800-646-2873 
 

Notice of Deficiency 
DATE 
 
«Name1» 
«Name2» 
«Address1» 
«Address2» 
«CityStateZip» 

Claim #«Claim»

Dear Claimant: 
 

On «DateRecd», we received the Claim Sheet and Election Form submitted by 
you in the Black Farmers’ Settlement.  On «AcknDate», we sent you an 
Acknowledgment Letter, informing you that your claim had been preliminarily approved 
and met all eligibility criteria to proceed to Adjudication (Track A).  Upon further review, 
we have identified a deficiency in your claim and, therefore, we are required to withdraw 
the Acknowledgment Letter.  As a result, you will not be eligible to have your claim 
resolved under the Track A or Track B procedures established by the Consent Decree.  
Unless and until the deficiency described below is corrected, you cannot qualify for 
membership in the Pigford - Brewington class. 
 

The deficiency we have discovered is that you marked box 3A in Section II of 
your Claim Sheet and Election Form, but did not submit a copy of the 
discrimination complaint filed with USDA or a USDA document referencing the 
discrimination complaint.  Instead, you submitted a declaration corresponding to 
the proof required for claimants who mark box 3B in Section II.  To correct the 
deficiency, you must either submit a copy of the discrimination complaint or USDA 
document referencing the discrimination complaint that was filed with USDA, or 
mark box 3B in Section II of your claim form. 
 

You must provide the information necessary to correct the deficiency in your 
claim to the address above, postmarked on or before October 11, 1999, in order for us to 
determine if you are eligible to participate in this settlement.  If you do not respond to this 
letter or do not provide the necessary information postmarked on or before October 11, 
1999, you may be forever barred from any recovery in this settlement. 
 

Enclosed is a schedule of meetings with class counsel to obtain assistance should 
you wish to obtain class counsel’s assistance in correcting the deficiency in your claim.  
We apologize for any confusion this may have caused.  If you have any questions about 
what you must submit to eliminate the deficiency in your claim, do not hesitate to call our 
office at the toll-free number above. 

  Sincerely, 
  
       Claims Facilitator 
Enclosure 

 



                     

Black Farmers’ Settlement 
Claims Facilitator 

P.O. Box 4390 
Portland, OR  97208-4390 

1-800-646-2873 
Notice of Deficiency 

DATE 
 
«Name1» 
«Name2» 
«Address1» 
«Address2» 
«CityStateZip» 

Claim #«Claim»

 
Dear Claimant: 
 

On «DateRecd», we received the Claim Sheet and Election Form submitted by 
you in the Black Farmers’ Settlement.  On «AcknDate», we sent you an 
Acknowledgment Letter, informing you that your claim had been preliminarily approved 
and met all eligibility criteria to proceed to Adjudication (Track A).  Upon further review, 
we have identified a deficiency in your claim and, therefore, we are required to withdraw 
the Acknowledgment Letter.  As a result, you will not be eligible to have your claim 
resolved under the Track A or Track B procedures established by the Consent Decree.  
Unless and until the deficiency described below is corrected, you cannot qualify for 
membership in the Pigford - Brewington class. 
 

The deficiency we have discovered is that you marked box 3A in Section II of 
your Claim Sheet and Election Form, but did not submit a copy of the 
discrimination complaint filed with USDA or a USDA document referencing the 
discrimination complaint.  Instead, you submitted a declaration corresponding to 
the proof required for claimants who mark box 3D in Section II.  To correct the 
deficiency, you must either submit a copy of the discrimination complaint or USDA 
document referencing the discrimination complaint that was filed with USDA, or 
mark box 3D in Section II of your claim form. 
 

You must provide the information necessary to correct the deficiency in your 
claim to the address above, postmarked on or before October 11, 1999, in order for us to 
determine if you are eligible to participate in this settlement.  If you do not respond to this 
letter or do not provide the necessary information postmarked on or before October 11, 
1999, you may be forever barred from any recovery in this settlement. 
 

Enclosed is a schedule of meetings with class counsel to obtain assistance should 
you wish to obtain class counsel’s assistance in correcting the deficiency in your claim.  
We apologize for any confusion this may have caused.  If you have any questions about 
what you must submit to eliminate the deficiency in your claim, do not hesitate to call our 
office at the toll-free number above. 

Sincerely, 
   

       Claims Facilitator 
Enclosure 

 



                     

Black Farmers’ Settlement 
Claims Facilitator 

P.O. Box 4390 
Portland, OR  97208-4390 

1-800-646-2873 
Notice of Deficiency 

DATE 
 
«Name1» 
«Name2» 
«Address1» 
«Address2» 
«CityStateZip» 

Claim #«Claim»

Dear Claimant: 
 

On «DateRecd», we received the Claim Sheet and Election Form submitted by 
you in the Black Farmers’ Settlement.  On «AcknDate», we sent you an 
Acknowledgment Letter, informing you that your claim had been preliminarily approved 
and met all eligibility criteria to proceed to Adjudication (Track A).  Upon further review, 
we have identified a deficiency in your claim and, therefore, we are required to withdraw 
the Acknowledgment Letter.  As a result, you will not be eligible to have your claim 
resolved under the Track A or Track B procedures established by the Consent Decree.  
Unless and until the deficiency described below is corrected, you cannot qualify for 
membership in the Pigford - Brewington class. 
 

The deficiency we have discovered is that you marked box 3C in Section II of 
your Claim Sheet and Election Form, but did not submit a copy of correspondence 
from the claimant to a member of Congress, the White House, or a state, local, or 
federal official averring that the claimant has been discriminated against.  Instead, 
you submitted a declaration corresponding to the proof required for claimants who 
mark box 3B in Section II.  To correct the deficiency, you must either submit copy 
of correspondence from the claimant to a member of Congress, the White House, or 
a state, local, or federal official averring that the claimant has been discriminated 
against, or mark box 3B in Section II of your claim form. 

 
You must provide the information necessary to correct the deficiency in your 

claim to the address above, postmarked on or before October 11, 1999, in order for us to 
determine if you are eligible to participate in this settlement.  If you do not respond to this 
letter or do not provide the necessary information postmarked on or before October 11, 
1999, you may be forever barred from any recovery in this settlement. 
 

Enclosed is a schedule of meetings with class counsel to obtain assistance should 
you wish to obtain class counsel’s assistance in correcting the deficiency in your claim.  
We apologize for any confusion this may have caused.  If you have any questions about 
what you must submit to eliminate the deficiency in your claim, do not hesitate to call our 
office at the toll-free number above. 

  Sincerely, 
   
       Claims Facilitator 
Enclosure 



                     

Black Farmers’ Settlement 
Claims Facilitator 

P.O. Box 4390 
Portland, OR  97208-4390 

1-800-646-2873 
Notice of Deficiency 

DATE 
 
«Name1» 
«Address1» 
«Address2» 
«CityStateZip» 

Claim #«Claim»

 
Dear Claimant: 
 

On «DateRecd», we received the Claim Sheet and Election Form submitted by 
you in the Black Farmers’ Settlement.  On «AcknDate», we sent you an 
Acknowledgment Letter, informing you that your claim had been preliminarily approved 
and met all eligibility criteria to proceed to Adjudication (Track A).  Upon further review, 
we have identified a deficiency in your claim and, therefore, we are required to withdraw 
the Acknowledgment Letter.  As a result, you will not be eligible to have your claim 
resolved under the Track A or Track B procedures established by the Consent Decree.  
Unless and until the deficiency described below is corrected, you cannot qualify for 
membership in the Pigford - Brewington class. 
 

The deficiency we have discovered is that you marked box 3C in Section II of 
your Claim Sheet and Election Form, but did not submit a copy of correspondence 
from the claimant to a member of Congress, the White House, or a state, local, or 
federal official averring that the claimant has been discriminated against.  Instead, 
you submitted a declaration corresponding to the proof required for claimants who 
mark box 3D in Section II.  To correct the deficiency, you must either submit a copy 
of the discrimination complaint or USDA document referencing the discrimination 
complaint that was filed with USDA, or mark box 3D in Section II of your claim 
form. 

 
You must provide the information necessary to correct the deficiency in your 

claim to the address above, postmarked on or before October 11, 1999, in order for us to 
determine if you are eligible to participate in this settlement.  If you do not respond to this 
letter or do not provide the necessary information postmarked on or before October 11, 
1999, you may be forever barred from any recovery in this settlement. 
 

Enclosed is a schedule of meetings with class counsel to obtain assistance should 
you wish to obtain class counsel’s assistance in correcting the deficiency in your claim.  
We apologize for any confusion this may have caused.  If you have any questions about 
what you must submit to eliminate the deficiency in your claim, do not hesitate to call our 
office at the toll-free number above. 

Sincerely, 
  
       Claims Facilitator 
Enclosure 



                     

Black Farmers’ Settlement 
Claims Facilitator 

P.O. Box 4390 
Portland, OR  97208-4390 

1-800-646-2873 
 

Notice of Deficiency 
DATE 
 
«Name1» 
«Name2» 
«Address1» 
«Address2» 
«CityStateZip» 

Claim #«Claim»

 
Dear Claimant: 
 

On «DateRecd», we received the Claim Sheet and Election Form submitted by 
you in the Black Farmers’ Settlement.  On «AcknDate», we sent you an 
Acknowledgment Letter, informing you that your claim had been preliminarily approved 
and met all eligibility criteria to proceed to Adjudication (Track A).  Upon further review, 
we have identified a deficiency in your claim and, therefore, we are required to withdraw 
the Acknowledgment Letter.  As a result, you will not be eligible to have your claim 
resolved under the Track A or Track B procedures established by the Consent Decree.  
Unless and until the deficiency described below is corrected, you cannot qualify for 
membership in the Pigford - Brewington class. 
 

The deficiency we have discovered is that the person who signed the 
Declaration that you attached to your Claim Sheet and Election Form did not 
supply his/her address on the bottom portion of the Declaration. 
 

You must provide the information necessary to correct the deficiency in your 
claim to the address above, postmarked on or before October 11, 1999, in order for us to 
determine if you are eligible to participate in this settlement.  If you do not respond to this 
letter or do not provide the necessary information postmarked on or before October 11, 
1999, you may be forever barred from any recovery in this settlement. 
 

Enclosed is a schedule of meetings with class counsel to obtain assistance should 
you wish to obtain class counsel’s assistance in correcting the deficiency in your claim.   

 
We apologize for any confusion this may have caused.  If you have any questions 

about what you must submit to eliminate the deficiency in your claim, do not hesitate to 
call our office at the toll-free number above. 

  Sincerely, 
 

Claims Facilitator 
Enclosure 

 



                     

Black Farmers’ Settlement 
Claims Facilitator 

P.O. Box 4390 
Portland, OR  97208-4390 

1-800-646-2873 
 

Notice of Deficiency 
DATE 
 
«Name1» 
«Name2» 
«Address1» 
«Address2» 
«CityStateZip» 

Claim #«Claim»

 
Dear Claimant: 
 

On «DateRecd», we received the Claim Sheet and Election Form submitted by 
you in the Black Farmers’ Settlement.  On «AcknDate», we sent you an 
Acknowledgment Letter, informing you that your claim had been preliminarily approved 
and met all eligibility criteria to proceed to Adjudication (Track A).  Upon further review, 
we have identified a deficiency in your claim and, therefore, we are required to withdraw 
the Acknowledgment Letter.  As a result, you will not be eligible to have your claim 
resolved under the Track A or Track B procedures established by the Consent Decree.  
Unless and until the deficiency described below is corrected, you cannot qualify for 
membership in the Pigford - Brewington class. 
 

The deficiency we have discovered is that you have marked 3A in Section II 
of your Claim Sheet and Election Form, but did not submit the required copy of a 
discrimination complaint or copy of a USDA document referencing the 
discrimination complaint. 
 

You must provide the information necessary to correct the deficiency in your 
claim to the address above, postmarked on or before October 11, 1999, in order for us to 
determine if you are eligible to participate in this settlement.  If you do not respond to this 
letter or do not provide the necessary information postmarked on or before October 11, 
1999, you may be forever barred from any recovery in this settlement. 
 

Enclosed is a schedule of meetings with class counsel to obtain assistance should 
you wish to obtain class counsel’s assistance in correcting the deficiency in your claim.  
We apologize for any confusion this may have caused.  If you have any questions about 
what you must submit to eliminate the deficiency in your claim, do not hesitate to call our 
office at the toll-free number above. 

  Sincerely, 
   
       Claims Facilitator 

Enclosure 
 



                     

Black Farmers’ Settlement 
Claims Facilitator 

P.O. Box 4390 
Portland, OR  97208-4390 

1-800-646-2873 
 

Notice of Deficiency 
DATE 
 
«Name1» 
«Name2» 
«Address1» 
«Address2» 
«CityStateZip» 

Claim #«Claim»

 
Dear Claimant: 
 

On «DateRecd», we received the Claim Sheet and Election Form submitted by 
you in the Black Farmers’ Settlement.  On «AcknDate», we sent you an 
Acknowledgment Letter, informing you that your claim had been preliminarily approved 
and met all eligibility criteria to proceed to Adjudication (Track A).  Upon further review, 
we have identified a deficiency in your claim and, therefore, we are required to withdraw 
the Acknowledgment Letter.  As a result, you will not be eligible to have your claim 
resolved under the Track A or Track B procedures established by the Consent Decree.  
Unless and until the deficiency described below is corrected, you cannot qualify for 
membership in the Pigford - Brewington class. 
 

The deficiency we have discovered is that you have marked 3B in Section II 
of your Claim Sheet and Election Form, but did not submit the required Declaration 
executed by a non-family member. 
 

You must provide the information necessary to correct the deficiency in your 
claim to the address above, postmarked on or before October 11, 1999, in order for us to 
determine if you are eligible to participate in this settlement.  If you do not respond to this 
letter or do not provide the necessary information postmarked on or before October 11, 
1999, you may be forever barred from any recovery in this settlement. 
 

Enclosed is a schedule of meetings with class counsel to obtain assistance should 
you wish to obtain class counsel’s assistance in correcting the deficiency in your claim.  
We apologize for any confusion this may have caused.  If you have any questions about 
what you must submit to eliminate the deficiency in your claim, do not hesitate to call our 
office at the toll-free number above. 

  Sincerely, 
   
       Claims Facilitator 

Enclosure 
 



                     

Black Farmers’ Settlement 
Claims Facilitator 

P.O. Box 4390 
Portland, OR  97208-4390 

1-800-646-2873 
 

Notice of Deficiency 
DATE 
 
«Name1» 
«Name2» 
«Address1» 
«Address2» 
«CityStateZip» 

Claim #«Claim»

 
Dear Claimant: 
 

On «DateRecd», we received the Claim Sheet and Election Form submitted by 
you in the Black Farmers’ Settlement.  On «AcknDate», we sent you an 
Acknowledgment Letter, informing you that your claim had been preliminarily approved 
and met all eligibility criteria to proceed to Adjudication (Track A).  Upon further review, 
we have identified a deficiency in your claim and, therefore, we are required to withdraw 
the Acknowledgment Letter.  As a result, you will not be eligible to have your claim 
resolved under the Track A or Track B procedures established by the Consent Decree.  
Unless and until the deficiency described below is corrected, you cannot qualify for 
membership in the Pigford - Brewington class. 
 

The deficiency we have discovered is that you have marked 3C in Section II 
of your Claim Sheet and Election Form, but did not submit the required copy of 
correspondence to a member of Congress, the White House, or a state, local, or 
federal official. 
 

You must provide the information necessary to correct the deficiency in your 
claim to the address above, postmarked on or before October 11, 1999, in order for us to 
determine if you are eligible to participate in this settlement.  If you do not respond to this 
letter or do not provide the necessary information postmarked on or before October 11, 
1999, you may be forever barred from any recovery in this settlement. 
 

Enclosed is a schedule of meetings with class counsel to obtain assistance should 
you wish to obtain class counsel’s assistance in correcting the deficiency in your claim.  
We apologize for any confusion this may have caused.  If you have any questions about 
what you must submit to eliminate the deficiency in your claim, do not hesitate to call our 
office at the toll-free number above. 

  Sincerely, 
   
       Claims Facilitator 

Enclosure 
 



                     

Black Farmers’ Settlement 
Claims Facilitator 

P.O. Box 4390 
Portland, OR  97208-4390 

1-800-646-2873 
 

Notice of Deficiency 
DATE 
 
«Name1» 
«Name2» 
«Address1» 
«Address2» 
«CityStateZip» 

Claim #«Claim»

 
Dear Claimant: 
 

On «DateRecd», we received the Claim Sheet and Election Form submitted by 
you in the Black Farmers’ Settlement.  On «AcknDate», we sent you an 
Acknowledgment Letter, informing you that your claim had been preliminarily approved 
and met all eligibility criteria to proceed to Adjudication (Track A).  Upon further review, 
we have identified a deficiency in your claim and, therefore, we are required to withdraw 
the Acknowledgment Letter.  As a result, you will not be eligible to have your claim 
resolved under the Track A or Track B procedures established by the Consent Decree.  
Unless and until the deficiency described below is corrected, you cannot qualify for 
membership in the Pigford - Brewington class. 
 

The deficiency we have discovered is that you have marked 3D in Section II 
of your Claim Sheet and Election Form, but did not submit the required Declaration 
executed by a non-family member. 
 

You must provide the information necessary to correct the deficiency in your 
claim to the address above, postmarked on or before October 11, 1999, in order for us to 
determine if you are eligible to participate in this settlement.  If you do not respond to this 
letter or do not provide the necessary information postmarked on or before October 11, 
1999, you may be forever barred from any recovery in this settlement. 
 

Enclosed is a schedule of meetings with class counsel to obtain assistance should 
you wish to obtain class counsel’s assistance in correcting the deficiency in your claim.  
We apologize for any confusion this may have caused.  If you have any questions about 
what you must submit to eliminate the deficiency in your claim, do not hesitate to call our 
office at the toll-free number above. 

  Sincerely, 
   
       Claims Facilitator 

Enclosure 
 



                     

Black Farmers’ Settlement 
Claims Facilitator 

P.O. Box 4390 
Portland, OR  97208-4390 

1-800-646-2873 
Notice of Deficiency 

DATE 
 
«Name1» 
«Name2» 
«Address1» 
«Address2» 
«CityStateZip» 

Claim #«Claim»

 
Dear Claimant: 
 

On «DateRecd», we received the Claim Sheet and Election Form submitted by 
you in the Black Farmers’ Settlement.  On «AcknDate», we sent you an 
Acknowledgment Letter, informing you that your claim had been preliminarily approved 
and met all eligibility criteria to proceed to Adjudication (Track A).  Upon further review, 
we have identified a deficiency in your claim and, therefore, we are required to withdraw 
the Acknowledgment Letter.  As a result, you will not be eligible to have your claim 
resolved under the Track A or Track B procedures established by the Consent Decree.  
Unless and until the deficiency described below is corrected, you cannot qualify for 
membership in the Pigford - Brewington class. 
 

The deficiency we have discovered is that a non-family member did not sign 
the Declaration that you have provided. 

 
You must provide the information necessary to correct the deficiency in your 

claim to the address above, postmarked on or before October 11, 1999, in order for us to 
determine if you are eligible to participate in this settlement.  If you do not respond to this 
letter or do not provide the necessary information postmarked on or before October 11, 
1999, you may be forever barred from any recovery in this settlement. 
 

Enclosed is a schedule of meetings with class counsel to obtain assistance should 
you wish to obtain class counsel’s assistance in correcting the deficiency in your claim.   

 
We apologize for any confusion this may have caused.  If you have any questions 

about what you must submit to eliminate the deficiency in your claim, do not hesitate to 
call our office at the toll-free number above. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Claims Facilitator 
Enclosure 

 



                     

Black Farmers’ Settlement 
Claims Facilitator 

P.O. Box 4390 
Portland, OR  97208-4390 

1-800-646-2873 
 

Notice of Deficiency 
DATE 
 
«Name1» 
«Name2» 
«Address1» 
«Address2» 
«CityStateZip» 

Claim #«Claim»

 
Dear Claimant: 
 

On «DateRecd», we received the Claim Sheet and Election Form submitted by 
you in the Black Farmers’ Settlement.  On «AcknDate», we sent you an 
Acknowledgment Letter, informing you that your claim had been preliminarily approved 
and met all eligibility criteria to proceed to Adjudication (Track A).  Upon further review, 
we have identified a deficiency in your claim and, therefore, we are required to withdraw 
the Acknowledgment Letter.  As a result, you will not be eligible to have your claim 
resolved under the Track A or Track B procedures established by the Consent Decree.  
Unless and until the deficiency described below is corrected, you cannot qualify for 
membership in the Pigford - Brewington class. 
 

The deficiency we have discovered is that you and/or your attorney did not 
sign Page Six of the Claim Sheet and Election Form. 
 

You must provide the information necessary to correct the deficiency in your 
claim to the address above, postmarked on or before October 11, 1999, in order for us to 
determine if you are eligible to participate in this settlement.  If you do not respond to this 
letter or do not provide the necessary information postmarked on or before October 11, 
1999, you may be forever barred from any recovery in this settlement. 
 

Enclosed is a schedule of meetings with class counsel to obtain assistance should 
you wish to obtain class counsel’s assistance in correcting the deficiency in your claim.   

 
We apologize for any confusion this may have caused.  If you have any questions 

about what you must submit to eliminate the deficiency in your claim, do not hesitate to 
call our office at the toll-free number above. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Claims Facilitator 
Enclosure 

 
 



                     

Black Farmers’ Settlement 
Claims Facilitator 

P.O. Box 4390 
Portland, OR  97208-4390 

1-800-646-2873 
 

Notice of Deficiency 
DATE 
 
«Name1» 
«Name2» 
«Address1» 
«Address2» 
«CityStateZip» 
 

Claim #«Claim»

Dear Claimant: 
 

On «DateRecd», we received the Claim Sheet and Election Form submitted by 
you in the Black Farmers’ Settlement.  On «AcknDate», we sent you an 
Acknowledgment Letter, informing you that your claim had been preliminarily approved 
and met all eligibility criteria to proceed to Adjudication (Track A).  Upon further review, 
we have identified a deficiency in your claim and, therefore, we are required to withdraw 
the Acknowledgment Letter.  As a result, you will not be eligible to have your claim 
resolved under the Track A or Track B procedures established by the Consent Decree.  
Unless and until the deficiency described below is corrected, you cannot qualify for 
membership in the Pigford - Brewington class. 
 

The deficiency we have discovered is that you marked box 3D in Section II of 
your Claim Sheet and Election Form, but the person completing Section 2 of the 
Declaration stated that the person you met with was not a USDA official. 
 

You must provide the information necessary to correct the deficiency in your 
claim to the address above, postmarked on or before October 11, 1999, in order for us to 
determine if you are eligible to participate in this settlement.  If you do not respond to this 
letter or do not provide the necessary information postmarked on or before October 11, 
1999, you may be forever barred from any recovery in this settlement. 
 

Enclosed is a schedule of meetings with class counsel to obtain assistance should 
you wish to obtain class counsel’s assistance in correcting the deficiency in your claim. 
We apologize for any confusion this may have caused.  If you have any questions about 
what you must submit to eliminate the deficiency in your claim, do not hesitate to call our 
office at the toll-free number above. 

Sincerely, 
   
       Claims Facilitator 

Enclosure 
 



                     

Black Farmers’ Settlement 
Claims Facilitator 

P.O. Box 4390 
Portland, OR  97208-4390 

1-800-646-2873 
 

Notice of Deficiency 
DATE 
 
«Name1» 
«Name2» 
«Address1» 
«Address2» 
«CityStateZip» 

Claim #«Claim»

 
Dear Claimant: 
 

On «DateRecd», we received the Claim Sheet and Election Form submitted by 
you in the Black Farmers’ Settlement.  On «AcknDate», we sent you an 
Acknowledgment Letter, informing you that your claim had been preliminarily approved 
and met all eligibility criteria to proceed to Adjudication (Track A).  Upon further review, 
we have identified a deficiency in your claim and, therefore, we are required to withdraw 
the Acknowledgment Letter.  As a result, you will not be eligible to have your claim 
resolved under the Track A or Track B procedures established by the Consent Decree.  
Unless and until the deficiency described below is corrected, you cannot qualify for 
membership in the Pigford - Brewington class. 
 

The deficiency we have discovered is that you did not provide your Social 
Security Number and/or your Date of Birth on Page One of the Claim Sheet and 
Election Form. 
 

You must provide the information necessary to correct the deficiency in your 
claim to the address above, postmarked on or before October 11, 1999, in order for us to 
determine if you are eligible to participate in this settlement.  If you do not respond to this 
letter or do not provide the necessary information postmarked on or before October 11, 
1999, you may be forever barred from any recovery in this settlement. 
 

Enclosed is a schedule of meetings with class counsel to obtain assistance should 
you wish to obtain class counsel’s assistance in correcting the deficiency in your claim.   

 
We apologize for any confusion this may have caused.  If you have any questions 

about what you must submit to eliminate the deficiency in your claim, do not hesitate to 
call our office at the toll-free number above. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Claims Facilitator 
Enclosure 

 



                     

Black Farmers’ Settlement 
Claims Facilitator 

P.O. Box 4390 
Portland, OR  97208-4390 

1-800-646-2873 
 

Notice of Deficiency 
DATE 
 
«Name1» 
«Name2» 
«Address1» 
«Address2» 
«CityStateZip» 

Claim #«Claim»

 
Dear Claimant: 
 

On «DateRecd», we received the Claim Sheet and Election Form submitted by 
you in the Black Farmers’ Settlement.  On «AcknDate», we sent you an 
Acknowledgment Letter, informing you that your claim had been preliminarily approved 
and met all eligibility criteria to proceed to Adjudication (Track A).  Upon further review, 
we have identified a deficiency in your claim and, therefore, we are required to withdraw 
the Acknowledgment Letter.  As a result, you will not be eligible to have your claim 
resolved under the Track A or Track B procedures established by the Consent Decree.  
Unless and until the deficiency described below is corrected, you cannot qualify for 
membership in the Pigford - Brewington class. 
 

The deficiency we have discovered is that the name of the claimant supplied 
on the Declaration that you attached to your Claim Sheet and Election Form is 
neither your name nor the name of an estate or deceased person on whose behalf 
you are submitting the claim. 
 

You must provide the information necessary to correct the deficiency in your 
claim to the address above, postmarked on or before October 11, 1999, in order for us to 
determine if you are eligible to participate in this settlement.  If you do not respond to this 
letter or do not provide the necessary information postmarked on or before October 11, 
1999, you may be forever barred from any recovery in this settlement. 
 

Enclosed is a schedule of meetings with class counsel to obtain assistance should 
you wish to obtain class counsel’s assistance in correcting the deficiency in your claim. 
 

We apologize for any confusion this may have caused.  If you have any questions 
about what you must submit to eliminate the deficiency in your claim, do not hesitate to 
call our office at the toll-free number above. 

Sincerely, 
 
Claims Facilitator 

Enclosure 
 



                     

Black Farmers’ Settlement 
Claims Facilitator 

P.O. Box 4390 
Portland, OR  97208-4390 

1-800-646-2873 
Notice of Deficiency 

DATE 
 
«Name1» 
«Name2» 
«Address1» 
«Address2» 
«CityStateZip» 

Claim #«Claim»

 
Dear Claimant: 
 

On «DateRecd», we received the Claim Sheet and Election Form submitted by 
you in the Black Farmers’ Settlement.  On «AcknDate», we sent you an 
Acknowledgment Letter, informing you that your claim had been preliminarily approved 
and met all eligibility criteria to proceed to Adjudication (Track A).  Upon further review, 
we have identified a deficiency in your claim and, therefore, we are required to withdraw 
the Acknowledgment Letter.  As a result, you will not be eligible to have your claim 
resolved under the Track A or Track B procedures established by the Consent Decree.  
Unless and until the deficiency described below is corrected, you cannot qualify for 
membership in the Pigford - Brewington class. 
 

The deficiency we have discovered is that you marked box 3B in Section II of 
your Claim Sheet and Election Form, but the person completing the supporting 
Declaration filled out Section 2 of the Declaration, which corresponds to box 3D in 
Section II of the Claim Sheet and Election Form. 
 

You must provide the information necessary to correct the deficiency in your 
claim to the address above, postmarked on or before October 11, 1999, in order for us to 
determine if you are eligible to participate in this settlement.  If you do not respond to this 
letter or do not provide the necessary information postmarked on or before October 11, 
1999, you may be forever barred from any recovery in this settlement. 
 

Enclosed is a schedule of meetings with class counsel to obtain assistance should 
you wish to obtain class counsel’s assistance in correcting the deficiency in your claim.  
We apologize for any confusion this may have caused.  If you have any questions about 
what you must submit to eliminate the deficiency in your claim, do not hesitate to call our 
office at the toll-free number above. 

Sincerely, 
 
Claims Facilitator 

Enclosure 
 

 



                     

Black Farmers’ Settlement 
Claims Facilitator 

P.O. Box 4390 
Portland, OR  97208-4390 

1-800-646-2873 
 

Notice of Deficiency 
DATE 
 
«Name1» 
«Name2» 
«Address1» 
«Address2» 
«CityStateZip» 

Claim #«Claim»

 
Dear Claimant: 
 

On «DateRecd», we received the Claim Sheet and Election Form submitted by 
you in the Black Farmers’ Settlement.  On «AcknDate», we sent you an 
Acknowledgment Letter, informing you that your claim had been preliminarily approved 
and met all eligibility criteria to proceed to Adjudication (Track A).  Upon further review, 
we have identified a deficiency in your claim and, therefore, we are required to withdraw 
the Acknowledgment Letter.  As a result, you will not be eligible to have your claim 
resolved under the Track A or Track B procedures established by the Consent Decree.  
Unless and until the deficiency described below is corrected, you cannot qualify for 
membership in the Pigford - Brewington class. 
 

The deficiency we have discovered is that you marked box 3D in Section II of 
your Claim Sheet and Election Form, but the person completing the supporting 
Declaration filled out Section 1 of the Declaration, which corresponds to box 3B in 
Section II of the Claim Sheet and Election Form. 
 

You must provide the information necessary to correct the deficiency in your 
claim to the address above, postmarked on or before October 11, 1999, in order for us to 
determine if you are eligible to participate in this settlement.  If you do not respond to this 
letter or do not provide the necessary information postmarked on or before October 11, 
1999, you may be forever barred from any recovery in this settlement. 
 

Enclosed is a schedule of meetings with class counsel to obtain assistance should 
you wish to obtain class counsel’s assistance in correcting the deficiency in your claim. 
We apologize for any confusion this may have caused.  If you have any questions about 
what you must submit to eliminate the deficiency in your claim, do not hesitate to call our 
office at the toll-free number above. 

Sincerely, 
   
       Claims Facilitator 

Enclosure 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
APPENDIX E 

 



Rejection Reason Code and Description

Count of 
Claims (note: 
most claims 
have more 
than one 

Reject Code)
AA = Not African-American – claimant checked no to 
Question 1 (if this is the only deficiency, claim is 
automatically rejected.  Claimant is eligible to petition 
the Monitor). 2

PA = No Program Applied – claimant checked no to 
Question 2 (if this is the only deficiency, claim is 
automatically rejected.  Claimant is eligible to petition 
the Monitor). 6

TR = Tolling Rejected – claimant checked no to 
Question 3.  Claimant then returned a Supplemental 
Information form and claim was rejected either for 
checking no to Question 1 on the Supplemental 
Information form, or because the adjudicator did not 
find the reason on the Supplemental Information form 
to be sufficient.  Claimant is eligible to petition the 
Monitor. 14
DC – No Document Complaint – Claimant checked box 
3A or 3C on the claim form, but did not provide 
supporting documentation. 8
DD – No Document Declaration – Claimant checked 
box 3B or 3D on the claim form, but did not provide a 
declaration to support the selection. 6
IC – Incomplete Claim Form – any part of the claim 
form is missing or incomplete. 34
ID – Incomplete Declaration – any part of the 
declaration page is incomplete. 14
PM – Pages Missing – claimant did not return all pages 
of the claim form. 7
SA – No Signature Attorney – an attorney did not sign 
page 2 and/or 6. 37
SC – No Signature Claimant – the claimant did not sign 
page 2 and/or 6. 5
SW – No Signature Witness – a witness did not sign the 
declaration. 2

TI – Tolling Info – claimant checked no to Question 3 
and did not provide a Supplemental Information form. 38
LT – If the claimant filed a claim form, and was 
rejected under Late Claim Affidavit Process (5g) 43




