IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA FILED
JuL 1 .8 2002
e E L5, HSTRICT COURT
Plaintiffs,

Y,

Civil Action No. 97-1978 (FLF)

ANN M. VENEMAN, Secretary,
The United States Department
of Agriculmure,

Defendant.

CECIL BREWINGTON, et al.,
Plaintiffs,

v, Civil Action No, 98-1693 (PLF)

ANN M. VENEMAN, Secretary,
The United States Department
of Agniculture,

Defendant.

N i e e

STIPULATION AND ORDER

WHEREAS, on April 14, 1999, the Court approved and entered & Consent Decres, which
provided for the appointment of an Independent Monitor to carry out certain duties; and

WHEREAS, on April 4, 2000, the Court issued an Order of Reference further specifying
the Momtor's dutics and the scope of the Monitor's authority; and

WHEREAS, on February 7, 2001, the Court issued a Stipulation and Order setting forth
the extent of debt relief to be provided under paragraphs 2 (2)(iii)(A) & 10 (g)(1i) of the Consent
Decree; and

WHEREAS, the Monitor's duties include, among other things, attempting to resolve any

problems class members have relating to implementation of the Consent Decree (Consent Decree




% 12(b)(ii)) and directing the reexamination of claims based upon written Petitions for Monitor

Review (Consent Decree ¥ 12(b)(iii)); and

WHEREAS, the parties have conferred and agree that it is in the interests of individual

class members, the class as a whole, and the government that Petitions for Monitor Review be

resolved in a timely and efficient manner; and

WHEREAS. to permit the Monitor to perform her role effectively. the parties have

agreed to clarify the scope of the Monitor’s authority and the record for review in certain Petition

for Monitor Review cases;

NOW, THEREFORE, plaintiffs and defendant, through their undersigned counsel,

hereby agree and stipulate as follows:

Consolidated Petitions
1. Where both a ¢lass member and USDA have filed a Petition for Monitor Review from

the same Facilitator, Adjudicator, or Arbitrator’s Decision, the petitions shall be consolidated.
The record in such consolidated cases shall include:

a. The class member's petition and any response by USDA thereto;

b. USDA’s petition and any response by the class member thereto:

c. The record that was before the Facilitator, Adjudicator or Arbitrator;

d. The Decision that is the subject of the petitions; and

e. Any supplemental information regarding the claim offered by either
the class member or USDA and accepted into the record by the Monitor
under the standards set forth in paragraph 8(e)(i) of the Order of Reference.

2. The Monitor shall set forth the basis of her decision in the consolidated petitions in
one Monitor Petition Dedsion letter to the Facilitator, Adjudicator or Arbitrator. The Maonitor
Petition Decision letter shall contain a brief explanation of the basis of the Monitor’s decision [0

direct or deny reexamination in response to the consolidated petitions.




Debt Relief

3. In those Petitions for Monitor Review which raise an issue regarding debt relief
pursuant to paragraphs 9(a)(iii)(A) or 10(g)(ii) of the Consent Decree and the Court’s
February 7, 2001, Order, the Monitor may, in her discretion, supplement the record by
contacting USDA through correspondence, by telephone, or by electronic mail to obtain
information from USDA regarding the status of the class member’s farm loan debt.

4. 1f the Monitor obtains information from USDA about the class member's debt
relevant to the issues raised in the Petition for Manitor Review, the Monitor shall include such
information in the Monitor Petition Decision letter.

3. The Monitor may supplement the record in Petitions for Monitor Review on her own
initiative only by obtaining information from USDA on the status of class member farm loan

debt. In all other respects, the Monitor’s review of claims shall be as set forth in paragraph & of

the Order of Reference,

PLATNTIFFS:

1. PIRES, IR.
Conlon, Frantz, Phelan, Pires & Levy
1818 N Street NW

Washington, DC 20036
Phone: 202-331-7050

PHILLIP L. FREAS
535 13th Street NW
Washington, DC 20004
Phone: 202-637-6624



MM .

J. L. CHESTNUT

Chestnut, Sanders, Sanders, Fettawa}’.
Campbell & Albright

One Union Street

Selma, AL 36701

Phone: 334-875-9264

Of counsel:

Othello Cross

Willie Smith

Gerald R. Lear
Hubbard 1. Sanders, IV

FOR DEFENDANT:

STUART E. SCHIFFER
Deputy Assistant Attorney General

DENNIS G. LINDER
Director, Federal Programs Branch

Michael Sitcov

United States Department of Justice
Civil Division

001 E Street NW

Washington. DC 20004
Phone: 202-514-1944

SO ORDERED.

Date: grh} .?":}-(.LC'*‘-‘-L H_C)M B-Z (%—J-_—a

PAUL L. FRIEDMAN
United States District Judge




